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ÅIn 1998, the federal government proposed the Canadian Climate 

Impacts and Adaptation Research Network and a physical node 

where the effects of climate are significant and where some adaptation 

research capacity and coordination already exists. 

ÅIn the Prairies, the agricultural community has a history of adapting to 

climate variability. 

ÅThe level of agricultural adaptation effort already resident in the Prairie 

Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) in Regina, and the 

supporting activities of Agriculture and Agri-food Canada, made Regina 

the logical base for pursuing climate impacts and adaptation research. 

ÅOn March 24, 2000, in Regina, Minister Ralph Goodale (Natural 

Resources Canada) announced the establishment of the Prairie 

Adaptation Research Collaborative (PARC). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

ÅRegional proactive planning, involving multiple agencies and orders of 

government, because individuals have limited capacity to cope with 

water scarcity and excess water. Plan and be prepared even if the risk 

seems remote and when time are ñgoodò.

ÅInstitutional capacity matters - it is not very practical for local 

stakeholders to implement their own adaptation practices without a 

broader information and policy plan for climate change adaptation.

ÅWatershed groups are well positioned to test and implement local 

adaptations, and to develop preparedness plans. They should be 

supported and capacity enhanced.

ÅWith the dissolution of government and university extensions programs, 

a technical knowledge gap is a significant problem when implementing 

new adaptation practices.

ÅNeed for a collaborative coordinating network of stakeholders, 

watershed groups, researchers and all orders of government. 

ÅA single coordinating agency to link science to the interests and 

concerns of local people; delivering technical expertise on climate, water 

and adaptation practice to local groups and rural communities. 
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